
 

 

 

ADORNO STRIKES BACK: 

WRITING AN ACTUALLY CRITICAL ESSAY 

Finishing an Article in Philosophy and Critical Theory. (Fourth installment) 

 

 

Instructors: dr hab. Adam Lipszyc, prof. IFiS PAN, adamlipszyc@gmail.com 

dr Mikołaj Ratajczak (IFiS PAN), mikolaj.ratajczak@gmail.com 

    

  WINTER Semester SPRING Semester 

HOURS 30 (3 ECTS) 30 (3 ECTS) 

FREQUENCY 4 x 45 every two weeks 4 x 45 every two weeks 

Time: Wednesdays, 17:00-20:00, every two weeks 

Duration: 4 x 45 minutes every two weeks, two semesters for a total of 60 hours. Both semesters 

are obligatory. 

Starting date: 29 Oct 2025 

Location: Palace Staszic, room 268 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

This course engages with critical theory as a method of analysis and a form of academic text. 

Critical theory is traditionally defined as a theoretical inquiry focused on society, culture, politics 

or even philosophy that attempts to challenge power relations and reveal hidden structures that 

cause suffering to the lives of individuals. With the recent return of critical theory in the global 

academy, the critical essay as a form of theoretical expression is also making a comeback, along 

with its specific form of argumentation, style and method of developing the subject matter.  

 

We will focus on Theodor Adorno - a 20th-century philosopher who can be considered a (if not 

the) master of critical theory and the critical essay. We will pay close attention to Adorno’s last 

period of work, which fell in the 1960s, when he produced many of his most important 

publications. We will analyze his texts that develop the method of critical analysis of theoretical 

and philosophical discourse, from the writings of the classics of philosophy to Adorno's 

contemporary theorists. In the academic year 2025/26 we’ll be working with Adorno’s last major 

work, the unfinished Aesthetic Theory. 
 

This is an English-language course, organized as a 2-semester seminar in the academic year 

2025/2026. The course is open to any interested PhD student at GSSR.  

Main course topics: critical theory, social analysis, philosophical critique, Frankfurt School, 

contemporary theory, negative dialectics, German philosophy, Jewish philosophy  



COURSE AIMS  

 

The task that the seminar sets for the participants is to reconstruct the main methods of critical 

analysis and the methods of its practice. Therefore, the reading of Adorno's text will be linked to 

the participants' own work on their way of writing a critical essay. 

Learning outcomes 

The outcomes are twofold. On the one hand, students will learn in detail the mature philosophy 
of T.W. Adorno with special stress put on his vision of dialectics and the very idea and practice of 
critical thinking. On the other hand, students will practice their skills in writing a philosophical 
essay in the critical tradition of Adorno and preparing it for publication. 

After completing this course, the student: 
 

Knowledge (L8H_K) - knows and understands: 

 Critical theory, particularly Theodor W. Adorno’s philosophy, dialectics, and critical 
essay writing. (L8H_KS – Depth and Scope) 

 Major theoretical debates within the Frankfurt School tradition, situating Adorno’s 
work within broader philosophical and socio-political contexts. (L8H_KS – Depth and 
Scope, L8H_KX – Context) 

 Advanced research methodologies used in critical theory and philosophy, 
incorporating interdisciplinary perspectives where relevant. (L8H_KX – Context) 

 The impact of contemporary theoretical discussions in critical theory, assessing 
their relevance to current socio-political and academic debates. (L8H_KX – Context) 

 

Skills (L8H_S) - can: 

 Independently develop and articulate complex philosophical arguments, 
demonstrating originality in engaging with Adorno’s thought. (L8H_SU – Using 
Knowledge) 

 Write a well-structured, publishable academic essay that adheres to the conventions 
of critical theory and philosophy, effectively applying theoretical concepts to concrete 
arguments. (L8H_SU – Using Knowledge, L8H_SC – Communication) 

 Communicate specialized ideas effectively in written and verbal form, demonstrating 
the ability to engage in advanced academic discourse. (L8H_SC – Communication) 

 Organize and manage independent research, demonstrating self-directed learning 
and methodological rigor in preparing a scholarly article for potential publication. 
(L8H_SO – Organizing Work, L8H_SL – Learning) 

 

Social Competence (L8H_C) - is ready to: 

 Critically evaluate one's own work and that of peers, offering constructive feedback 
and integrating revisions based on academic critique. (L8H_CE – Evaluation) 

 Uphold academic integrity and ethical research practices, engaging responsibly in 
scholarly discussions within the global academic community. (L8H_CR – Responsibility, 
L8H_CP – Professional Role) 

 Develop professional academic skills, including familiarity with peer-review 
processes and the ability to navigate academic publishing in philosophy and critical 
theory. (L8H_CP – Professional Role, L8H_CR – Responsibility) 

 Engage in interdisciplinary dialogue, contributing original insights that bridge critical 
theory with broader intellectual and social concerns. (L8H_CR – Responsibility, L8H_CP – 
Professional Role) 

 



Eligibility 

This course is open to GSSR doctoral students with decent command over continental tradition 
of philosophy on MA level.  
 

Course requirements 

Successful completion of the course requires active class participation and a preparation of a draft 

article that potentially could be submitted for publication considerations to an academic 

publishing outlet, ideally, a peer-reviewed journal. The writing assignments are due ahead of the 

class period they are assigned for. Specific deadlines will be announced at the beginning of the 

course.  

The revised draft of your paper is due electronically to the instructors by the deadlines specified 
in class and no later than June 30. 

Grading 

Your grade will be based: 25% on Class participation; and 75% on the Paper you submit by the 
end of the course. 

The grading of the paper takes into account the overall structure of the paper, the consistency of 

the argument, the clarity of style and the overall relevance of the content in each section of the 

text. The structure of the text and the consistency of the argumentation is expected to be in place 

before the class on May 8. The greatest weight will be given to assessing the suitability of the 

finished paper for the three “target” publishing outlets it has been designed for. Other aspects of 

the text will be weighted based on the type of the text you submit. The grading of the paper will 

be the joint responsibility of the lecturers. 

Evaluation of Learning Outcomes 

PQF Level 8 
Descriptor 

Evaluation Method in the Course 

L8H_KS – Depth 
and Scope 

Assessed through students' engagement with Adorno’s philosophy and 
their ability to synthesize complex theoretical debates in written work and 
discussions. 

L8H_KX – Context 
Evaluated in students’ ability to apply critical theory methodologies in their 
own writing and contextualize Adorno’s work within broader philosophical 
and socio-political debates. 

L8H_SU – Using 
Knowledge 

Measured through the development of a publishable academic essay, 
where students must formulate original arguments and apply theoretical 
concepts effectively. 

L8H_SC – 
Communication 

Evaluated through written assignments, class participation, and 
discussions, where students must articulate complex ideas clearly and 
persuasively. 

L8H_SO – 
Organizing Work 

Assessed through the research and writing process, requiring students to 
independently manage their work and meet structured deadlines. 

L8H_SL – Learning 
Demonstrated in students’ self-directed improvements, incorporating 
feedback from instructors and peers to refine their writing. 

L8H_CE – 
Evaluation 

Assessed through peer review and instructor feedback, requiring 
students to critically evaluate both their own work and that of their 
colleagues. 

L8H_CR – 
Responsibility 

Measured by students' adherence to academic integrity, ethical research 
practices, and their engagement with peer-review processes. 



PQF Level 8 
Descriptor 

Evaluation Method in the Course 

L8H_CP – 
Professional Role 

Evaluated through students’ ability to prepare a paper suitable for 
publication, demonstrating readiness for participation in academic 
discourse and professional scholarship. 
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Frankfurt Institute (New York: The Free Press, 1977) 

Fredric Jameson, Late Marxism: Adorno, Or, The Perspective of the Dialectic (New York: Verson, 

2007). 

Stuart Jeffries, Grand Hotel Abyss: The Lives of the Frankfurt School (New York: Verso, 2016) 

Peter E. Gordon, Adorno and Existence (Harvard: Harvard University Press, 2016) 

Peter E. Gordon, A Precarious Happiness: Adorno and the Sources of Normativity (Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 2023) 

  

 


