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Keynote Lecture

Democracy, Its Models and Challenges: On Alternatives to Liberal Democracies
Radostaw Markowski, Professor IFiS PAN and SWPS University

Abstract

In the past two decades, research on the condition of democracy in Europe has expanded substantially.
This talk draws primarily on two major comparative projects: (i) two modules of the European Social
Survey, which permit fine-grained analysis of democratic attitudes and preferred models of democracy;
and (ii) the Horizon Europe project Neo-Authoritarianisms in Europe and Liberal Democratic
Response, which distinguishes among varieties of anti-liberal repertoires among political elites and
mass publics.

Overall, contemporary Europeans support democracy to a degree comparable to a decade ago.
Nonetheless, regional variation is pronounced. Western Europeans prioritize a liberal model of
democracy, whereas Eastern and Southern Europeans attribute value to a broader menu—social-
democratic, direct-democratic, and populist conceptions—alongside liberal elements, albeit with
somewhat lower intensity. Liberal democracy currently faces three salient challengers—populism,
illiberalism, and authoritarianism. Each of these ideologies challenges liberal democracies on distinct
fronts, exhibiting unique characteristics and evolving through specific trajectories. A detailed
comparison of attitudes towards democracy, populist, illiberal, and authoritarian solutions among
contemporary Poles and Hungarians will be presented.

The talk presents a comparative analysis of Poles and Hungarians, tracing changes in democratic and
anti-liberal orientations over the past fifteen years. These attitudinal dynamics help explain why
Hungary has consolidated an illiberal regime with authoritarian tendencies, whereas Poland has not.
They also illuminate why, in 2023, Polish voters removed autocratizing incumbents from power—an
outcome that appears less likely under current conditions in Hungary.

Radoslaw Markowski, professor of social sciences, Polish Academy of
Sciences and SWPS University, Warsaw. Recurring Visiting Professor
at CEU Budapest, at Duke (1994-5), Wisconsin-Madison (1997-98),
Rutgers (2002-3) universities. He has published in peer reviewed
journals, among other in Electoral Studies, Party Politics, Political
Studies, West European Politics, Acta Politica, European Union Politics,
and has co-authored books in Cambridge, Oxford UP

. Winner of numerous grants: Framework Program (5, 6, 7), Horizon
Europe, ERC and Polish KBN and NCN.

Visiting Fellow at NIAS, St. Anthony's College Oxford, IWM, WZB,
STIAS
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