
The Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
announces 

a competition for the position 
PhD-scholarship 

in the project 
 “The Epistemic Dimension of Clerical Child Sexual Abuse” (2025/59/B/HS2/00826)  

led by dr hab. Dorota Hall, prof. IFiS PAN 
 

Project financed by the National Science Center – Poland, 
as part of the "OPUS 30" competition 

 
 
Projected start of project: October 2026 
Number of scholarships: 1 
 
Scholarship in the amount of PLN 5 500 month (tax-free) up to the mid-term assessment and 
PLN 7 500 month (tax-free) after the mid-term assessment, for a total period of 48 months. 

 
 
Information about the project 

 
This project employs the epistemic injustice framework to study the production and circulation 
of knowledge about clerical child sexual abuse (CCSA) within the Roman Catholic Church in 
Poland and Scotland. This means it addresses the harm resulting from the inability (or limited 
possibility) to report on the experience of abuse and to ensure that the perspective of survivors 
is properly received by those to whom it is communicated. Specifically, the project focuses on 
the harm resulting from how knowledge about sexual abuse by priests is concealed, how it 
does (or does not) come to light, and how cases of abuse are silenced and dismissed by 
Church representatives, ordinary believers, and state institutions. It addresses the questions 
of what specific mechanisms of epistemic harm production are at work in CCSA, and who is 
affected by this harm and in what ways (besides, of course, those who have experienced the 
abuse). It also examines strategies and actions implemented by the Church, the state, and civil 
society in the area of prevention and intervention, evaluating them in terms of their 
effectiveness in counteracting and remedying the epistemic injustice associated with the 
abuse. This evaluation aims to refine prevention and strengthen support for victim-survivors. 
 
The project involves analysis of victim-survivor testimonies, activist publications, various 
documents, and media reports, as well as interviews with those engaged in prevention and 
intervention and with local communities where the abuse has come to light. The PhD student 
is expected to conduct field research, under the Principal Investigator’s supervision, in 
2–3 local communities in Poland where the abuse has come to light (parishes, towns), 
with a view to examine: (1) the production and circulation of knowledge on CCSA when the 
incident(s) occurred and afterwards, and the impact of these processes on individuals’ and 
communities’ lived experience; (2) local communities’ sense of epistemic harm related to how 
knowledge of CCSA incident(s) was produced and circulated during the abuse and when it 
came to light and drew the attention of the media and inquiring bodies; (3) local communities’ 
perception of the mechanisms producing and perpetuating CCSA-related epistemic injustice; 
(4) local communities’ views on prevention and intervention measures relating to the epistemic 
injustice induced by the processes of production and circulation of knowledge on CCSA. 
 
Specific tasks envisaged for the PhD student include: 
 

 Developing research tools, such as interview questionnaires; 



 Arranging and conducting at least 15 individual interviews with members of local 
communities where CCSA has occurred, including priests, local public officials, and 
regular parishioners; 

 Arranging and co-leading (with the project’s PI) at least 2 focus group interviews in 
these communities; 

 Analyzing the gathered material within the project’s theoretical framework and 
writing up academic articles; 

 Presenting findings at conferences; 

 Developing a PhD dissertation based on the project’s fieldwork, under PI’s 
supervision, with the student’s specific focus articulated according to their individual 
interests and skills; 

 Contributing to administrative and organizational work related to the assigned tasks, 
including active participation in regular project team meetings and in the events of 
the IFiS Unit for the Study on Religion. 

 
Eligibility 
 
Graduates of a higher education institution, in social sciences or humanities, who: 

 

 hold an MA degree or its equivalent, or who provide official documentation indicating 
that they will earn their MA degree no later than the 3rd month after admission to 
GSSR; 

 have good command of written and spoken English, documented through a 
standardized English language proficiency test (TOEFL - 80, IELTS - 6.5;  C1-C2 
Cambridge Test, B2 First Certificate in English, Certificate from university 
examination – B2) or by having completed studies in English (Bachelor’s or MA 
degree); 

 are fluent in Polish; 

 have significant experience in field research based on individual and/or focus group 
interviews; 

 as an additional asset, have already conducted research with vulnerable 
participants. 

 
In addition to the above scientific qualifications, candidates are required to demonstrate the 
ability to work in an autonomous and structured manner, openness to interdisciplinary work, 
and a high level of communicative competence and teamwork. 

 
Application process and Deadline 
 

 
Candidates interested in participating in the competition are invited to submit the following 
documents: 
 

1. Cover letter (800–1000 words) describing your academic experience relevant to the 
project, motivation to take part in the project, and initial ideas for how to reach 
interviewees and conduct planned interviews – in English. 

2. Academic Curriculum Vitae containing standard categories, such as completed 
education, field of studies, and skills, and, as applicable: awards, scholarships, and 
fellowships; research experience; conference or workshop presentations; publications 
– in English.   

3. Letter(s) of recommendation – not more than two with at least one from your MA 
thesis supervisor or from a person who is familiar with your academic achievements 
and aptitude for conducting your own research – in Polish or English. 



4. Scan of the Master’s Degree diploma or equivalent certificate of graduation, or an 
official document from the applicant’s university stating when the defense of the MA 
thesis is due to take place – in the language in which the document was issued.  

5. Sample of writing (e.g., report, article, master's thesis chapter) – in Polish or English. 
 
Candidates with disabilities are encouraged to contact us to discuss any accessibility or 
support needs related to submitting documents or participating in the interview. Appropriate 
reasonable adjustments will be made to ensure equal conditions for all candidates. 
 
In your application, please include the following clauses and sign each one (scanned 
signature or qualified e-signature is acceptable): 
 
Declaration  
I hereby confirm that the information I have given in this application is, to the best of my 
knowledge, complete and accurate. I understand that provision of untrue or misleading 
information could lead to my disqualification from the application process.  

 
……………………………………………………. 
Signature 

 
Consent for processing of personal data1 
I consent to processing of my personal data such as: given and family name, address, 
telephone number, e-mail address and other data given in the application documents for the 
purposes of recruitment to the PhD program of the Graduate School for Social Research, 
Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Nowy Świat 72 ,00-330 
Warsaw. I confirm that my provision of personal data is completely voluntary. I certify that I 
have been informed of my rights concerning access to the data, its correction, deletion, 
limited processing, right to transfer of data, and also of the right to withdraw at any moment 
consent to the processing of the data.   

 
……………………………………………………. 
Signature 

 
  
Questions about this scholarship should be directed to the project PI, dr hab. Dorota Hall, 
dhall@ifispan.edu.pl. 
 
Applications must be electronically submitted by August 31, 2026 to the following address:  
konkurs@ifispan.edu.pl, with CC to dhall@ifispan.edu.pl,  
with a note in the title: "Competition PhD student – Epistemic".  
 
Submission of incomplete documentation is the basis for rejection of the application during the 
formal assessment conducted at Stage 1 (see Selection procedure). 
 
 
Selection procedure 
 

                                                           
1 ‘Personal data’ means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’); an 

identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an 

identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors 

specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural person.  
 

   ‘Processing’ means any operation or set of operations which is performed on personal data or on sets of personal 

data, whether or not by automated means, such as collection, recording, organization, structuring, storage, 

adaptation or alteration, retrieval, consultation, use, disclosure by transmission, dissemination or otherwise 

making available, alignment or combination, restriction, erasure or destruction. 
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The selection of applicants will be conducted by a Recruitment Commission on the basis of 
the principles set out in the Regulations On Awarding Funding For Research Tasks Funded 
By The National Science Centre As Regards Research Projects (Annex to NCN Council 
Resolution No 72/2025 of 11 September 2025) and in accordance with generally applicable 
laws and internal regulations of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of 
Sciences, where the project is implemented. 
 
The selection process involves two stages.  
 
Stage 1: At this stage, the Selection Committee will verify the completeness of application 
packages and conduct a preliminary evaluation based on the submitted documents. Up to 7 
top-ranked candidates will be invited to the second stage. (60% of the evaluation) 
 
Stage 2: The second stage will consist of individual interviews conducted in Polish and English, 
lasting up to 30 minutes. Interviews will take place between 14 and 18 September 2026, at 
the IFiS headquarters in Warsaw. (40% of the evaluation) 
 
Applicants will be informed of the outcome of the selection process by 22 September 2026. In 
the event of resignation of the selected application, we reserve the right to indicate the next 
application from the ranking list. 

 
The successful candidate will be registered as PhD student in sociology at the Graduate 
School for Social Research (GSSR, https://www.gssr.edu.pl/). 

 
 

Please also read the Information regarding the processing of personal data: 
 

Informacja dotycząca przetwarzania danych osobowych 
 

Informujemy, że administratorem Pana/Pani danych osobowych jest Instytut Filozofii  
i Socjologii Polskiej Akademii Nauk z siedzibą w Warszawie ul. Nowy Świat 72. 
 
Kontakt z inspektorem ochrony danych osobowych można uzyskać pod adresem mailowym 
iod@ifispan.edu.pl. 
 
Pana/Pani dane osobowe będą przetwarzane w celu rekrutacyjnym, na podstawie art. 6 ust 1 
pkt a RODO (na podstawie wyrażonej zgody). Dane będą przetwarzane do zakończenia 
procesu rekrutacji. Po zamknięciu postępowania konkursowego nadesłane dokumenty 
aplikacyjne osób nieprzyjętych ulegają trwałemu zniszczeniu. Pani/Pana dane nie będą 
przetwarzane w sposób zautomatyzowany ani profilowany. Ma Pani/Pan prawo dostępu do 
treści swoich danych oraz prawo ich sprostowania, usunięcia, ograniczenia przetwarzania, 
prawo do przenoszenia danych, prawo wniesienia sprzeciwu poprzez przesłanie maila na 
adres: konkurs@ifispan.edu.pl.  
 
Ma Pan/Pani prawo wniesienia skargi do Prezesa Urzędu Ochrony Danych Osobowych, gdy 
uzna Pan/Pani, iż przetwarzanie danych osobowych Pana/Pani dotyczących narusza przepisy 
ogólnego rozporządzenia o ochronie danych osobowych z dnia 27 kwietnia 2016 roku.  

 
Podanie danych jest dobrowolne, ale ich niepodanie wiąże się z brakiem możliwości 
uczestnictwa w procesie rekrutacji. 
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