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Projected start of project: October 1, 2026 

Number of scholarships: 1 

 

This is a four-year doctoral scholarship including 36 months funded from the project budget 

and 12 months from the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of 

Sciences (IFiS PAN). The scholarship amount is determined in accordance with the provisions 

of the Polish Law on Higher Education and Science. The doctoral scholarship currently 

amounts to PLN 3,571 gross per month before the mid-term evaluation and PLN 5,501 gross 

per month after the successful completion of the mid-term evaluation. The scholarship will be 

paid by IFiS PAN and the selected candidate will be admitted to the PhD program in Sociology 

of the Graduate School for Social Research, GSSR, through the externally-funded doctoral 

positions track (www.gssr.edu.pl/admissions/admission-through-externally-funded-grants/). 

 

Information about the project 

The project "Effects of data quality in the international survey projects on the estimates 

of political attitudes and behaviors" develops methodology to explicitly consider the impact 

of survey data quality in the statistical analysis of political attitudes and behaviors across 

countries and over time, when these measures have been harmonized ex-post.1 We define 

quality in terms of the standards in the specialized survey research literature regarding the 

documentation of data collection, the processing of survey data, and the data files themselves 

(Slomczynski et al, 2022).2 We focus on major projects including the World Value Survey 

(WVS), International Social Survey Programme (ISSP), European Social Survey (ESS), 

Eurobarometer (EB), and the barometers' renditions around the world, and measure three core 

dimensions of survey quality: (1) the design and execution of the study, including sampling 

procedures and fieldwork controls; (2) the consistency between survey documentation and the 

actual survey data; and (3) the internal quality of computer data files, including the presence of 

duplicates, missing values, and other anomalies.  

The project will build on the SDR2 database (Slomczynski et al., 2023), which has harmonized 

information from 23 international survey projects for over 4 million respondents interviewed 

across 3,329 national surveys that, taken together, span the period 1966–2017.3 SDR2 provides 

 
1 Ex-post survey data harmonization is a methodology for creating comparative datasets from existing sources. It 

encompasses both the theoretical rationale and the practical procedures for integrating information from surveys 

not originally designed to be combined in a way that ensures the comparability of variables across respondents 

and over time. 
 

2 Slomczynski, K. M., Tomescu-Dubrow, I., & Wysmulek, I. (2022). Survey data quality in analyzing harmonized 

indicators of protest behavior: A survey data recycling approach. American Behavioral Scientist, 66(4), 412-43 

 

3 Slomczynski, K.M., Tomescu-Dubrow, I., Wysmulek, I., Powałko, P., Jenkins, J.C., Ślarzyński, M., Zieliński, 

M.W., Skora, Z., Li, O., and Lavryk, D., (2023). https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/YOCX0M 

http://www.gssr.edu.pl/admissions/admission-through-externally-funded-grants/
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/YOCX0M


both substantive variables and data quality measures. Substantive variables include, among 

others: political behaviors (voting, engaging in demonstrations and boycotts, and signing 

petitions), political attitudes and opinions (interest in politics, trust in government, parliament, 

the legal system and political parties, and satisfaction with democracy), social capital 

(membership in political parties, in environmental and religious organizations and trade unions, 

interpersonal trust, and discussing politics), and respondents’ demographics (age, gender, 

education, civil status, income, household size, and place of residence).  

For the harmonized substantive and technical variables in SDR2, this project will extend data 

coverage to 2026. We include those of the 23 projects that have continued to field surveys after 

2017, and harmonize information from their more recent waves according to the procedures 

established for SDR2. 

 

The PhD student’s main task in the project 

As part of the project team, the PhD student will work on the cross-national comparability of 

political attitudes and behaviors and on the quality of surveys as reflected in the general survey 

documentation. Their tasks will span the review and coding of survey documentation, the ex-

post harmonization of substantive and technical variables, data analysis, and the dissemination 

of results, as specified below. 

The PhD student will become an integral member of the Comparative Analyses of Social 

Inequality (CASIN) research team at IFiS PAN, and will develop an original doctoral 

dissertation within the project. 

Specific tasks envisaged for the PhD student 

• Reviewing survey documentation, coding information from it, and participating in the 

ex-post harmonization of substantive and technical variables; 

• Processing, analyzing, and interpreting survey data concerning political attitudes and 

behaviors within the project; 

• Developing a PhD dissertation, under the PI's supervision, on a substantive or 

methodological topic within the scope of the project, using its database; topics 

concerning the impact of data quality on the measurement of political attitudes and 

behaviors are of particular interest. 

• Disseminating research results at scientific conferences and through publications, and 

preparing content for the project's website and social media accounts; 

• Contributing to the administrative and organizational aspects of the project, including 

active participation in regular project meetings and in the activities of CASIN; 

• Contributing to the international aspects of the project coordinated by Cross-national 

Studies: Interdisciplinary Research and Training (CONSIRT), a program of IFiS PAN 

and the Department of Sociology at The Ohio State University. 

Eligibility 

Graduates in sociology, economics, political studies, or a related discipline, who: 

• hold an MA degree or its equivalent, or provide official documentation indicating that 

they will earn their MA degree no later than the 3rd month after admission to GSSR; 

• have a good command of written and spoken English, documented through a 

standardized English language proficiency test (TOEFL iBT – 80, institution code 

7962; IELTS – 6.5; C1 Advanced – grade B; C2 Proficiency – grade C; B2 First – 

grade B2; university examination certificate – B2) or by having completed a 

Bachelor's or Master's degree taught in English; 



• have experience in quantitative research and in working with data in spreadsheet or 

statistical software; knowledge of a statistical package (e.g., SPSS, Stata, R) and 

familiarity with survey research are an asset; 

• demonstrate an interest in the substantive study of political attitudes and behaviors, in 

research methodology, or in both. 

Beyond these scientific qualifications, candidates are expected to be able to work in an 

autonomous and structured manner, to be open to interdisciplinary collaboration, and to have 

strong communication skills in English. Familiarity with WordPress and with academic 

science communication, or willingness to acquire it, is an asset. 

 

Application process and deadline 

 

Candidates interested in participating in the competition are invited to submit the following 

documents: 

 

1. Cover letter (800–1000 words), in English, describing: your academic experience 

relevant to the project, including your training and experience in quantitative and, if 

applicable, comparative research; the research interests you would wish to develop into 

a doctoral dissertation within the project, and how they relate to its substantive and 

methodological themes; and your motivation for taking part in the project. 

2. Academic Curriculum Vitae containing standard categories, such as completed 

education, field of studies, and skills, and, as applicable: awards, scholarships, and 

fellowships; research experience; conference or workshop presentations; publications – 

in English.   

3. Letter(s) of recommendation – not more than two with at least one from your MA thesis 

supervisor or from a person who is familiar with your academic achievements and 

aptitude for conducting your own research – in English. 

4. Scan of the Master’s Degree diploma or equivalent certificate of graduation, or an 

official document from the applicant’s university stating when the defense of the MA 

thesis is due to take place – in the language in which the document was issued.  

5. Sample of writing (e.g., report, article, master's thesis chapter) – in English. 

 

Candidates with disabilities are encouraged to contact us to discuss any accessibility or support 

needs related to submitting documents or participating in the interview. Appropriate reasonable 

adjustments will be made to ensure equal conditions for all candidates. 

 

Applications must be electronically submitted by August 31, 2026 to the following address:  

konkurs@ifispan.edu.pl, with cc to kazimierz.slomczynski@ifispan.edu.pl, with a note in the 

title: Competition PhD student – SDR.  

 

Submission of incomplete documentation is the basis for rejection of the application during the 

formal assessment conducted at Stage 1 (see Selection procedure). 

 

In your application, please include the following clauses and sign each (scanned signature or 

qualified e-signature is acceptable): 

 

Declaration  

I hereby confirm that the information I have given in this application is, to the best of my 

knowledge, complete and accurate. I understand that provision of untrue or misleading 

information could lead to my disqualification from the application process.  

 

……………………………………………………. 

mailto:konkurs@ifispan.edu.pl


Signature 

 

Consent for processing of personal data4 

I consent to processing of my personal data such as: given and family name, address, telephone 

number, e-mail address and other data given in the application documents for the purposes of 

recruitment to the PhD program of the Graduate School for Social Research, Institute of 

Philosophy and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Nowy Świat 72 ,00-330 Warsaw. I 

confirm that my provision of personal data is completely voluntary. I certify that I have been 

informed of my rights concerning access to the data, its correction, deletion, limited processing, 

right to transfer of data, and also of the right to withdraw at any moment consent to the 

processing of the data.   

 

……………………………………………………. 

Signature 

 

  

Questions about this scholarship should be directed to the project PI,    

slomczynski.1@osu.edu 

 

Selection procedure 
 

The competition is merit-based. The selection of applicants will be conducted by a Recruitment 

Commission appointed by the Director of the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the 

Polish Academy of Sciences, with members chosen for their substantive expertise and 

supervisory experience; the Principal Investigator of the project participates in the Commission.  
 

Recruitment is conducted on the basis of the principles set out in the Regulations on Awarding 

Funding for Research Tasks Funded by the National Science Centre as Regards Research 

Projects (Annex to NCN Council Resolution No 72/2025 of 11 September 2025) and in 

accordance with generally applicable laws and internal regulations of the Institute of Philosophy 

and Sociology, Polish Academy of Sciences, where the project is implemented. The selection 

procedure adheres to the principles of transparency, fairness, and equal treatment. 
 

The selection process involves two stages. Both stages assess the candidate's scientific 

qualifications and their preparation for research within the project: Stage 1 as documented in 

the application package, Stage 2 as demonstrated in discussion. In each stage every member of 

the Commission independently assigns a score from 0 (lowest) to 10 (highest) by secret ballot, 

and the candidate's score for that stage is the arithmetic mean of the individual scores. 

Stage 1. (60% of the final score) 

The Commission first verifies on formal grounds that the application package is complete and 

that the candidate meets the eligibility conditions. Submission of incomplete documentation is 

grounds for rejection at this point, and applications rejected on formal grounds are not assessed 

further. 

 
4 Personal data’ means any information relating to an identified or identifiable natural person (‘data subject’); an 

identifiable natural person is one who can be identified, directly or indirectly, in particular by reference to an 

identifier such as a name, an identification number, location data, an online identifier or to one or more factors 

specific to the physical, physiological, genetic, mental, economic, cultural or social identity of that natural 

person.  
 

   ‘Processing’ means any operation or set of operations which is performed on personal data or on sets of personal 

data, whether or not by automated means, such as collection, recording, organization, structuring, storage, 

adaptation or alteration, retrieval, consultation, use, disclosure by transmission, dissemination or otherwise 

making available, alignment or combination, restriction, erasure or destruction. 



Applications meeting the formal requirements are then assessed on their merits. Each member 

of the Commission assigns a single overall score, taking into account the candidate's academic 

record and research experience; the writing sample as evidence of capacity for independent 

scholarly work; the recommendation letter(s); and the relevance of the candidate's academic 

interests and motivation, as set out in the cover letter, to the substantive and methodological 

aims of the project. Candidates are ranked by their Stage 1 score and up to 5 highest-ranked 

candidates are invited to Stage 2. 

Stage 2. (40% of the final score) 

Interviews are conducted in English, last up to 30 minutes, and take place between 8 and 10 

September 2026 at the headquarters of IFiS PAN in Warsaw, or online.  

The Commission asks questions about the candidate's academic background and their interest 

in the questions the project addresses, about their experience with quantitative research and 

their readiness to develop it further, and about the research interests they would wish to pursue 

through a doctoral dissertation within the project. Candidates are also invited to ask their own 

questions about the project and the doctoral program.  

A candidate who fails to attend without prior notification and documented justification is 

considered to have withdrawn their application. 

Final score and ranking 

The Stage 1 score (60%) and the Stage 2 score (40%) are combined into a final overall score, 

and candidates are ranked in order of merit. The Commission may conclude the competition 

without designating a successful candidate if no application meets the required standard. Should 

the designated candidate withdraw or fail to take up the scholarship, the Commission may 

designate the next candidate on the ranking list. 

Applicants will be informed of the outcome of the selection process by 14 September 2026. In 

the event of resignation of the selected application, we reserve the right to indicate the next 

application from the ranking list. 
 

The successful candidate will be registered as PhD student in sociology at GSSR 

(www.gssr.edu.pl). 

 

 

Please also read the Information regarding the processing of personal data: 

 

Personal data processing  

 

Please be advised that the controller of your personal data is the Institute of Philosophy and 

Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences, located in Warsaw, at Nowy Świat 72. 

 

You can contact the Data Protection Officer at iod@ifispan.edu.pl. 

 

Your personal data will be processed for recruitment purposes, pursuant to Article 6, Section 1, 

Item a of the GDPR (based on your consent). The data will be processed until the recruitment 

process is completed. After the competition closes, the submitted application documents of 

unsuccessful candidates will be permanently destroyed. Your data will not be processed in an 

automated or profiling manner. You have the right to access your data and the right to rectify, 

erase, restrict processing, the right to data portability, and the right to object by sending an email 

to: konkurs@ifispan.edu.pl. You have the right to lodge a complaint with the President of the 

Personal Data Protection Office if you believe that the processing of your personal data violates 

the provisions of the General Data Protection Regulation of April 27, 2016. 

 

http://www.gssr.edu.pl/
mailto:iod@ifispan.edu.pl
mailto:konkurs@ifispan.edu.pl


Providing your data is voluntary, but failure to do so will result in your inability to participate in 

the recruitment process. 

 


